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1. General provisions
1.1. The Competition is organized by The Chance Foundation - We Are Together (formerly: “Chance for the Blind Foundation” and "Chance Union for Aid to the Disabled Foundation"). The first edition of the Competition was held in 1999. The Competition bears the title: "IDOL Competition of the Chance Foundation."
1.2. The use of an abbreviated name for the aforementioned Competition is permitted, namely: "IDOL Competition".
1.3. Abbreviations used in the Regulations have the following meanings:
REHA - International Conference REHA FOR THE BLIND IN POLAND and the associated gathering of blind persons, persons with low vision, persons with other disabilities, and their close ones, bearing the title: "Grand Gathering of the Blind, the Visually Impaired, and Their Loved Ones";
Foundation – The Chance Foundation - We Are Together;
Foundation Authorities - Members of the Foundation Board, Members of the Foundation Founders Council, Members of Foundation Council of Patrons and Members of the IDOL Competition Chapter; 
Chapter – a body of persons appointed by the Board of the Foundation, designated to conduct the IDOL Competition;
Criteria - criteria concerning the selection of IDOLs (natural or legal persons);
Community - blind and partially sighted people and their relatives gathered around the Foundation, in particular those taking part in the IDOL Competition;
1.4.  The subject matter of the Competition is:
a. obtaining the title "IDOL of the Foundation", in particular:
- at the regional/voivodeship stage, the title: "Regional IDOL of the Chance Foundation",
- at the national stage, the title: "National IDOL of the Chance Foundation",
- in the international competition, the title: "World IDOL of the Blind - Chance Foundation"	Comment by Joanna Zięba: alternatywnie: World IDOL of the Blind - Chance Foundation	Comment by Joanna Zięba: do tekstu jest wstawiona już ta zaproponowana wyżej wersja (w dokumencie w takiej pełnej wersji występuje właściwie tylko raz - tutaj)
(in the case of winners),
b. distinctions (in the case of candidates who have placed second or third in the respective categories of the Competition).
1.5. The Competition is organized each time in the year in which the REHA FOR THE BLIND IN POLAND Conference takes place.
1.6. REHA FOR THE BLIND IN POLAND is a year-round project implemented by the Foundation since 1999 (running from January to December of each year). It is a multi-faceted undertaking, comprising numerous regional events and a central gathering, all of a rehabilitative, integrative, cultural, and social nature. They may be organized in-person, online, or in a hybrid format.
I. Regional events are organized in 16 regions of Poland. Each regional REHA consists of several distinct events:
- a substantive session: "Regional REHA Conference",
- an integration event aimed at bringing together the Foundation's community with the greatest possible number of residents and institutions of the city and the entire region,
- rehabilitation classes and workshops for the Foundation's Beneficiaries. 

II. The central REHA is a multi-faceted, international meeting of the Community, with the participation of attendees from across the country and from abroad, during which the following take place, among others:
a. the inauguration of the Conference, 
b. a meeting with representatives of the authorities, 
c. the announcement of the results of the annual IDOL Competition, 
d. a substantive session, 
e. numerous presentations, lectures, and workshops within several thematic blocks, 
f. the exhibition "World of Touch and Sound", 
g. the technological exhibition "Accessibility EXPO", 
h. concerts from the "Mazovia Stage" series, 
i. a demonstration entitled: "We See You - But Do You See Us?", 
j. a Holy Mass offered for the intention of the Community, 
k. the International East-West, North-South Meeting, aimed at facilitating the exchange of experience among the Community from across the world, 
l. numerous sporting, cultural, and educational showcases and tournaments.
1.7. The titles, names, designs, and other related materials associated with the REHA gatherings and Conference, as well as the IDOL Competition, are reserved and constitute the property of the Foundation. 
1.8. Winners of the IDOL COMPETITION will obtain the title of "IDOL of the Chance Foundation" and regardless of the Competition category, can boast of this title for life. An inseparable element of this title is the year in which it was conferred.
1.9. The full title of the COMPETITION and its abbreviated form, as well as the title "IDOL of Chance Foundation” cannot be used by anyone other than the Foundation and the winners themselves without the consent and authorization of the Foundation; they are protected by copyright (Act of 4 February 1994 on copyrights).
1.10. The persons nominating the candidates, the persons voting and the candidates themselves as well as the laureates  are obliged to acquaint themselves with these Regulations and to follow the rules included therein. 
1.11. The IDOL Competition is initiated at the beginning of the calendar year and continues until the period in which the regional and central REHA meetings take place. During the preparations for REHA, the submission of candidates for distinctions across all stages of the Competition is ongoing, followed by the selection process in the form of an online vote.
1.12. At the national and international level, the winners of the Competition receive IDOL statuettes or specially prepared tactile diplomas symbolising this title, while the laureates of second and third place receive graphic diplomas.
1.13. The Foundation Authorities may decide to award additional prizes to the laureates of the Competition in individual years, when they deem that the financial situation of the Foundation is satisfactory and enables the allocation of certain funds for this purpose.
2. Objectives of the IDOL Competition
· The recognition of individuals, companies, and institutions that have rendered the most outstanding service in the field of the modern approach to the process of rehabilitation and improvement of the functioning of blind persons and persons with low vision, i.e. the mitigation of the effects of visual impairment through the application of the latest technical and methodological advancements;
· The promotion of the idea of modern restoration of capability to such persons;
· The countering of the exclusion of such persons; 
· Work towards the social integration of the Community; 
· The equalisation of life opportunities for persons with visual impairment; 
· The emancipation of the Community; 
· The promotion of the missionary activity of the Foundation; 
· Encouraging others towards a world open to the blind and persons with low vision; 
· The idea of building a world for all, not just for the select few; 
· Advocating for the communal treatment of contemporary challenges; 
· The promotion of social engagement and positive attitudes conducive to the emancipation of the Community; 
· The sharing of positive experiences that contribute to intra-community integration; 
· The support of the activities of all public benefit organisations (OPP); 
· The growth of civic participation;
· Efforts towards the accessibility of the environment for blind persons, persons with low vision, and persons with other disabilities, as well as access to all information that is intended to reach the general public; 
· The growth of professional activity within the Community;
· The presence of the Community and issues related thereto in the media, in schools, in universities, in advisory bodies of the authorities, and in the activities of all institutions of material significance to society;
· The promotion of the highest possible standard of education; 
· The promotion of activity in every sphere, bearing influence on the status attainable by citizens in their relations with the community in which they exist;
· The promotion of intellectual, physical, civic, and family activity.
3. Organization of the Competition
3.1. The Foundation Authorities appoint the Competition Chapter and, from among its members, its chairperson.  
3.2. The Chapter initiates and implements the Competition, and within this framework: 
- approves and announces the present Regulations,
- approves and announces the deadlines for the individual stages of the Competition,
- designates the competition tasks to be performed and the persons responsible for them, 
- verifies the submissions of candidates and approves the results of the votes, 
- maintains reporting documentation regarding the Competition.
3.3. All information regarding the Competition, including information on the submission of candidates, the voting process, and announcements containing the results of the Competition, is available on the Foundation's website: http://www.fundacjaszansa.org on the Foundation's Facebook profile, and on other media platforms used by the Foundation.
3.4. On the website: www.idol.fundacjaszansa.org forms are available enabling the submission of candidates and the casting of votes.
3.5. The Competition Chapter is responsible for the promotion of the Competition, and is assisted in this regard by the central office of the Foundation.
3.6. The promotion of the Competition is carried out domestically and abroad, through the Foundation's direct contacts and via the Internet and Foundation’s social media channels.
3.7. The Chapter oversees the course of the Competition, the conformity of its conduct with the present Regulations of the IDOL Competition, and the correctness of the process of submitting candidates and selecting laureates.
3.8. Stages of the Competition: 
a. the process of submitting candidates, verifying submissions, and establishing the final lists of candidates;
b. the process of online voting and announcing the results;
Stages a. and b. must not overlap and should be clearly separated from one another by a gap of several days.
3.9. The IDOL COMPETITION is carried out in three stages: regional/voivodeship, national and international.
3.10. Regional Competitions are held in all voivodeships in Poland and precede the national Competition.
3.11. Regional Competitions are organised by the regional offices of the Foundation under the supervision of the Chapter, while the national and international Competition is organised by the central office of the Foundation under the supervision of the Chapter.
3.12. The Chapter takes into account all opinions and information regarding submitted candidates and voting winners. This information influences decisions on the admission of candidates to the Competition and on the final selection of winners.
3.13. The Chapter has the decisive vote on the matter of the admission of candidates and the selection of the laureates of the IDOL Competition.
3.14. The Chapter analyses the voting results and the received opinions regarding candidates and makes the final selection of winners. The vote alone does not determine the selection of winners. In the absence of negative information regarding candidates and the absence of any controversy, the Chapter regards the voting results as conclusive.
3.15. Opinions regarding candidates reaching the Chapter may or may not influence the results of the Competition. They shall do so when reported irregularities in the voting are confirmed, when a failure to follow the principles of the present Regulations of the IDOL Competition occurs, or when significant and confirmed negative information regarding candidates is obtained.

3.16. The Chapter draws up formal minutes of its proceedings. The minutes are made available to the public. The central office of the Foundation assists in the preparation of the minutes.

3.17. The Chapter is responsible for organising the ceremonies of announcing the results of the Competition and the presentation of statuettes, diplomas, and any additional prizes to the laureates. The organisation of these undertakings is assisted by: 
a. in the case of regional Competitions - the Regional Offices of the Foundation, 
b. in the case of the national and international Competition - the central office of the Foundation.
3.18. The winners of the Regional Competitions are candidates in the national Competition.
3.19. In the national Competition, the Authorities may co-opt additional candidates into the group of laureates of the Regional Competitions.
3.20. In the World Competition, outstanding blind persons and persons with low vision from around the world, including from Poland, may participate as candidates. Polish candidates may be submitted exclusively by the Foundation Authorities, while candidates from other countries may be submitted by members of the Community worldwide. Candidacies are verified by the Chapter. The Chapter is obliged to ensure that candidates represent a high standard in accordance with point 4.1 of the present Regulations of the IDOL Competition.
4. Categories of the IDOL Competition
4.1. SPECIAL IDOL – a person of merit in the emancipation of the Community, acting on its behalf personally or on behalf of the institution they represent, or an institution acting in such a manner. The selection of SPECIAL IDOLs is not subject to the rules defined for other categories and is the sovereign decision of the authorities of the Foundation. SPECIAL IDOLs receive an IDOL statuette.
4.2. COMMUNITY IDOL – an outstanding blind or partially sighted person remarkable for their diligence, energy, ingenuity, and achievements, or a sighted person dedicating their abilities and time to the Community, contributing to the emancipation of persons with visual impairment, who exerts an exceptionally positive influence on the situation of the Community. 
Candidates who place 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the Regional Competitions receive graphic diplomas. The same applies to the laureates of 2nd and 3rd place in the national Competition. The winner of the national Competition receives an IDOL statuette.
4.3. IDOL in the MEDIA category – a media representative (a natural or legal person) who creates, broadcasts, produces, or prepares materials: films, programmes, broadcasts, reports, articles, books, etc., in such a manner that persons with disabilities, in particular visual impairment, are their full and independent recipients, and/or whose materials address the issues of the Community. 
Candidates who place 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the Regional Competitions receive graphic diplomas. The same applies to the laureates of 2nd and 3rd place in the national Competition. The winner of the national Competition receives an IDOL statuette.
4.4. IDOL in the INSTITUTION OPEN TO THE BLIND category – a natural or legal person, as follows:
- a public office or an employee of a public office who understands the specific nature and needs of the Community, and organises its operations in such a manner that the office is as accessible as possible to persons with visual impairment;
- an educational institution (school, university) or a teacher, lecturer, or trainer who is competent and achieves outstanding results in the field of teaching blind and partially sighted persons;
- an institution or company conducting cultural, religious, economic, financial, sporting, transport, recreational, etc., providing services to the general public in such a manner that persons with disabilities, in particular those with visual impairment, may also use them on the same terms as other citizens.
Both the activities of the candidates and the premises in which they work, to which citizens are to have access, must be adapted to the needs of persons with special needs, in particular members of the Community. Likewise, information, goods, collections, exhibits, and similar materials prepared for all recipients must be adapted to the needs of such persons.
Candidates who place 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the Regional Competitions receive graphic diplomas. The same applies to the laureates of 2nd and 3rd place in the national Competition. The winner of the national Competition receives a tactile diploma.
4.5. IDOL in the WORLD FOR ALL, NOT JUST THE SELECT FEW category – a natural or legal person (including, among others: a non-governmental organisation, institution, company, politician, lawyer, IT specialist, physician, rehabilitation specialist, public official, social activist, or online content creator), contributing to the creation of an environment adapted to the postulates and needs of all citizens regardless of their social status, state of health, and physical or intellectual ability, including through increasing the accessibility of the environment and providing information to persons who are in some way excluded, implementing the right to education, culture, employment, personal interests and ambitions, aimed at pursuing independence and subjective treatment and the equalisation of life opportunities, acting towards changing the image of persons with disabilities and breaking down social stereotypes.
Candidates who place 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the Regional Competitions receive graphic diplomas. The same applies to the laureates of 2nd and 3rd place in the national Competition. The winner of the national Competition receives an IDOL statuette.
4.6. IDOL in the COMPANY OF THE YEAR category – a company present on the Polish market in the field of solutions mitigating the effects of visual impairment (Polish or foreign), whose activities have been rated most highly by internet users. The winner receives a tactile diploma, and the laureates of 2nd and 3rd place receive graphic diplomas.
4.7. IDOL in the PRODUCT OF THE YEAR category – a product offered on the Polish market constituting a solution mitigating the effects of visual impairment, which has been rated as the best and has won the vote of internet users.
The winner receives a tactile diploma, and the laureates of 2nd and 3rd place receive graphic diplomas.
4.8. World IDOL of the Blind – an outstanding blind person or person with low vision meeting the substantive criteria set out in points 4.1 and 4.2. The laureate assumes the honorary title of WORLD IDOL OF THE BLIND. 	Comment by Joanna Zięba: tutaj dodałam ten fragment żeby było spójne z punktem 3.20
The winner receives a tactile IDOL diploma, a cash prize of 500 USD, and a material prize in the form of a set of tactile prints. The laureates of 2nd and 3rd place receive tactile diplomas and material prizes in the form of sets of tactile prints. The prizes for the winners shall be established by Foundation Authorities each year, depending on the financial situation of the Foundation.
5. Submission of Candidates in the IDOL Competition
5.1. Anyone may submit a candidate in the categories for which this form of submission is provided for by the present Regulations of the IDOL Competition, namely in categories: 4.2 to 4.5. Submissions must be made in accordance with the procedure established by the Chapter, within the indicated deadline, using the form available on the Foundation's website www.idol.fundacjaszansa.org.
5.2. The submission of a candidate who is a natural person should contain:
- full name,
- contact number (landline, mobile),
- email address,
- information regarding ability/disability,
- place of residence,
- academic title and place of employment or conducted social activity,
- a brief description of activities, both on behalf of the Community and in other fields in which the candidate achieves success (up to 800 characters),
- where possible, short videos and photographs of the candidate.
5.3. The submission of a candidate who is a legal person should contain:
- the name of the institution,
- the place of conducted activity,
- details of the person representing the institution, delegated to liaise with the Chapter,
- contact number (landline, mobile of the aforementioned person),
- email address of the submitted institution and/or contact person,
- a brief description of activities on behalf of the Community, or alternatively activities on behalf of all citizens, organised in a manner that takes into account the needs of persons with disabilities, including visual impairment (up to 800 characters),
- a list of the institution's achievements in the field discussed herein (up to 800 characters),
- videos and photographs related to the activities of the candidate institution, presenting its successes in the field discussed herein.
5.4. a. Winners of the Competition (IDOL) from previous editions may not stand as candidates in the same category in which they have already won. They may compete for the title in a different category. Candidates who participated in previous editions of the Competition and did not win - having been defeated by other candidates or having placed 2nd or 3rd - may compete for the title of IDOL.
b. A person selected as the World IDOL of the Blind in previous editions of the Competition may not stand as a candidate in that category again. Any submitted person other than the aforementioned may stand as a candidate, including those who placed 2nd or 3rd in previous editions of the Competition.
5.5. Submitted candidates must confirm their consent to participate in the Competition. Without such confirmation, they may not take part in the Competition or be included in the vote. Consent should be confirmed by sending an email to: "idol@fundacjaszansa.org". 
Candidates in the World Competition confirm their consent by sending an email to: idol@chancefortheblind.org.
5.6. Candidates in the Regional Competitions are reviewed by the Regional Offices of the Foundation, and candidates in the national and international Competition are reviewed by the central office of the Foundation. Information regarding submitted candidates may be sent by anyone who holds any relevant information (positive or negative).
5.7. The Chapter verifies submissions and approves the lists of candidates in the respective categories and regions. The Chapter also establishes the final list of candidates in the national and international Competition.
5.8. Voting may begin once the list of candidates has been closed and published.
5.9. Invalid votes are rejected, for example:
- votes cast multiple times from the same IP address,
- votes cast multiple times by the same person,
- votes cast in any other unauthorised manner resulting in multiple votes being cast by a single sender and/or submitted through email address farms.
5.10. a. The winners of the Regional Competitions take part in the national Competition. b. The Chapter may propose additional candidates who do not hold regional recommendations but are distinguished by outstanding activity on behalf of the Community.
5.11. The Regulations do not specify the number of candidates participating in the individual stages of the Competition.
5.12. Candidates for the IDOL title who are natural persons must meet the following criteria: 
a. Polish citizenship, work in Poland, or alternatively work abroad but on behalf of the Polish Community; 
b. an impeccable reputation; 
c. ambitious activity, a positive approach to life and to the matter of equalising life opportunities for persons with disabilities; 
d. merit in the field of activity on behalf of the Community; 
e. in the World Competition, the candidate is distinguished by activity of significant importance to the global community of blind persons.
5.13. The IDOL Competition may not serve marketing purposes on behalf of private individuals and legal persons (companies and institutions conducting commercial activity). This does not apply to categories 4.6 and 4.7.
5.14. a. Products standing as candidates in category 4.7 (PRODUCT OF THE YEAR) may be submitted by natural and legal persons confirming their quality, including by commercial entities that design, produce, or offer them. 
b. Entities present at the regional and central REHA exhibition receive a bonus for their presence in the form of an additional 10% of the votes actually received. 
c. Submissions must be made within the deadline established by the Chapter (prior to the central REHA Accessibility EXPO Conference) via the submission form available on the Foundation's website: www.idol.fundacjaszansa.org for Polish internet users and: www.idol.chancefortheblind.org for foreign internet users.
5.15. In order to enable the participation of foreign entities in the Competition, the Chapter commissions the preparation of information and forms in the English language.
5.16. a. The IDOL Competition in category 4.6 (COMPANY OF THE YEAR) is open to companies and institutions active on the Polish typhlorehabiliation market. 
b. The submission of candidates and the voting process are governed by points 5.14 a. and c. 
c. Entities present at the regional and central REHA Accessibility EXPO exhibition receive a bonus for their presence in the form of an additional 10% of the votes actually received.
6. Rules, concerning voting 
6.1. Candidates admitted to the Competition by the Chapter who receive the highest number of votes in the internet users' vote will be honoured with the title of IDOL at the regional, national, or world level.
6.2. Voting takes place exclusively by means of online forms available on the aforementioned websites.
6.3. Voters choose from among the candidates on the lists of candidates approved and announced by the Chapter. Votes cast for other natural or legal persons are not taken into account.
6.4. Following the closure of any of the votes, the Chapter meets and makes final decisions regarding the selection of the laureates of the Competition.
6.5. The Chapter makes its decisions by open vote.
6.6. The proceedings of the Chapter are valid when all its members have been notified of the meeting and the vote, regardless of how many members ultimately take part in it.
6.7. In the event of a tie, the deciding vote belongs to the Chairperson of the Chapter.
6.8. Representatives of the Authorities may take part in the proceedings of the Chapter; however, they do not have the right to vote when they are not simultaneously members of the Chapter.
6.9. The Chairperson of the Chapter, or a person authorised by them, signs the minutes of the Chapter's vote - in accordance with the individual stages of the Competition - prior to the regional REHA meeting or the central REHA.
6.10. The SPECIAL IDOL is nominated and selected by vote of the Members of the Foundation's authorities following consultations with the Community.
7. Competition Results
7.1. Regional Competitions run from the moment of their announcement until the date of the regional meeting indicated in the announcement. First, the candidate submission stage takes place, followed by their verification and the announcement of the list of candidates by the Chapter, after which online voting begins. The results are presented during the regional REHA meetings.
7.2. The winners of the regional Competitions are candidates in the national Competition.
7.3. The announcement of the results of the national and world Competition takes place during the central REHA.
7.4. The results of the Competition are presented to the Community and the media in every available manner, in particular: 
a. in the post-conference REHA bulletin, 
b. in the magazine "HELP - we are together", 
c. in other promotional and informational materials of the Foundation, on its websites, and on its social media.
8. Final Provisions
8.1. The submission of candidates in the IDOL Competition may only be made through the submission form available on the Foundation's website.
8.2. Candidates may be submitted by the Authorities, any natural or legal persons interested in the competition, as well as persons who submit themselves as candidates personally, when they wish to subject their activity to the assessment of internet users.
8.3. The submission of an entry constitutes acceptance of the present Regulations of the IDOL Competition.
8.4. The authorities may allocate an additional fund for prizes for the laureates when the financial situation of the Foundation permits. In such a case, the authorities will decide on the type and amount of the prizes and on who they are to be presented to.

